
Guide to Food
Production



Food Manufacturing
Inspector

Some of the occupations employing the most people in West London within the Food Production sector are

shown below. These are linked to job categories on the Explore Careers section of the National Careers Service

website which provide details of the many jobs available.

Guide to Food Production 
in West London

Warehouse
Manager

Packer

If you are new to Food Production industry then look at the National Careers Service Explore Careers
section or https://player.vimeo.com/video/488049801 website to find out more about the types of
roles and entry requirements.  

Fork Lift Driver Food Scientist Baker Food Production
Worker

Stock Controller

Occupations within the Food Production sector

Food and drink production is the biggest manufacturing sector in the country  and is a vital part of the UK economy. Nearly

half a million people play a part in producing a fantastic range of food and drink that is enjoyed here in the UK and around

the globe. Around 19,600 people work in Food and Drink production in West London alone.

Whether you’re looking for an entry level job in production or packing, or a technical or leadership role in food science,

engineering or sustainability, then the industry could have a role for you.



https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-careers
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/production-worker-(manufacturing)
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/warehouse-manager
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/packer
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/forklift-driver
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/food-manufacturing-inspector
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/food-scientist
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/baker
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/job-profiles/stock-control-assistant
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/explore-careers
https://player.vimeo.com/video/488049801


The White Brasserie

McDonalds

Nandos

Nuffield Health

Kerry Group

Honeyrose Bakery

One entry route is through apprenticeships. In 2019/20 Aug to April 44,500 apprenticeships were started in
Engineering and Manufacturing Technologies For details of current apprenticeships vacancies go to the Find an
apprenticeship service.

There are around 460 Food Production businesses in West London, mostly in bread, pastry and cakes. The
employer with the most vacancies in the last 12 months was Whitbread but there are many small businesses who
may be people working for themselves or employing up to nine people. Due to this, many employers use word of
mouth to recruit.

Whitbread

Compass Group

Care UK

https://jobs.foodmanufacture.co.uk/

https://uk.indeed.com/jobs?

q=Food%20Production&l=west%20london

https://food-recruit.com/?

gclid=CjwKCAiA7dKMBhBCEiwAO_crFHGsMqdyCB7jJ

qvWEGIjKI6rCkVTLmtjxiJ-

aUCabFTyaUTrBQEQFhoCLnQQAvD_BwE

https://www.drnewitt.com/considering-a-career-in-

food-manufacturing-where-to-start-and-what-to-

know/

The top skills employers are looking for in this sector are:

Communication English

Leadership Planning

Multi-tasking

Detail orientated

There are routes into the sector at all levels including:

COLLEGE COURSES DEGREE COURSES

Where do I search for jobs? 

Skills

Entry routes

Further information 

TRAINEESHIPS APPRENTICESHIPS

The top vacancy in the last 12
months was for a Food Service

Team Member with 210
vacancies in West London

Of the UK's 7,400 food and
 drink manufacturing businesses
96% employ nine or less people

Although the  Food and Drink Process
Operatives workforce is projected to

contract by  12.7% over the period to 2027,
losing 16,700 jobs.54.9% of the workforce is

projected to retire, creating 72,400 job
openings.

Apprenticeship and traineeship information, Department for Education ,UK Business Counts – enterprises by industry and employment size band, 2020, ONS Labour Insight Jobs,
Burning Glass Technologies – online advertised vacancies in the 12 months to November 2021 , Labour Force Survey (LFS), https://jobhelp.campaign.gov.uk/working-in-food-
manufacturing-what-you-need-to-know/, https://www.lmiforall.org.uk/careerometer/ (Food and Drink Process Operatives),
https://www.fdf.org.uk/globalassets/resources/public/general/industry-at-a-glance-april2020.pdf, Nomis BRES 2019

Employers recruiting in the industry:

96%

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/traineeships--2
https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/pages/find-a-course
https://www.gov.uk/apply-apprenticeship
https://www.ucas.com/
http://traineeships/
http://traineeships/
https://uk.indeed.com/jobs?q=Food%20Production&l=west%20london
https://uk.indeed.com/jobs?q=Food%20Production&l=west%20london
https://food-recruit.com/?gclid=CjwKCAiA7dKMBhBCEiwAO_crFHGsMqdyCB7jJqvWEGIjKI6rCkVTLmtjxiJ-aUCabFTyaUTrBQEQFhoCLnQQAvD_BwE
https://www.drnewitt.com/considering-a-career-in-food-manufacturing-where-to-start-and-what-to-know/


Contact details

Website:      www.wlcareershub.com

Email:           info@wlcareershub.com

http://www.wlcareershub.com/
mailto:info@wlcareershub.com

